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BOOK REVIEW
FEDERAL WILDLIFE LAWS HANDBOOK
WITH RELATED LAWS
RUTH S. MUSGRAVE, JUDY FLYNN-O'BRIEN, PAMELA A.
LAMBERT, ANDREW A. SMITH, & YORGOS D. MARINAKIS
Rockville, Maryland: Government Institutes, Inc., 1998
Pp. 679, Price: $115.00
An essential new resource is now available to practitioners of
wildlife law and resource managers alike. Wildlife attorneys will appreciate
the FederalWildlife Laws Handbook's thoroughness, while resource managers
and those new to the field will value the concise manner in which the
authors have summarized each source of law. The Handbook is comprised
of two parts: an "Overview of Wildlife Laws and Issues" and an
encyclopedic listing of statutes, executive orders, and treaties concerning
federal fish and wildlife management.'
Newcomers to the field of wildlife law will find part I essential to
their understanding of the "big picture" of wildlife law. Part I includes
several chapters, including one on the history of wildlife law in the
twentieth century. Of particular benefit to students is chapter 3, "Wildlife
Law and the American Legal System," which discusses the federal
government's role in making wildlife policy. In this chapter, the authors
skillfully craft an organized, concise explanation of the interrelated powers
that drive the system of federal wildlife lawmaking. The authors devote a
separate section for each of the three branches of federal government,
describing each branch's powers and limitations in wildlife law. State and
tribal sovereigns' roles are also discussed.
Part II is the heart of the Handbook, with a one to three page
summary of over 280 federal statutes, executive orders, and treaties in
alphabetical order.' The authors provide summaries of sources of law that
directly impact wildlife, as well as law indirectly impacting wildlife by
affecting habitat and land management policies. Each summary includes a
citation, overview description, and other applicable information, such as
appropriations, congressional findings, and statutory definitions. The
authors conclude many of the summaries with a brief explanation of the
law's relevance to wildlife policy. Attorneys and resource managers will
most often utilize part II for research and quick referencing, while students

1. The Federal Wildlife Laws Handbook covers only federal wildlife law; its companion
volume includes summaries of wildlife codes in each of the 50 states.
2. The Handbook's summaries of legal authority are current through the second session
of the 104th Congress, ending December 31, 1996.
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may look to the summaries for the scope and purpose of a source of law
before engaging in more thorough research.
The only possible complement to the Handbook would be a second
volume containing citations to agency regulations and controlling case law
that interprets the federal statutes. In all other respects, however, the
Handbook is a truly valuable resource: every federal statute directly
impacting wildlife is within the Handbook's covers.
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State Counsel
Defenders of Wildlife

